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African Swine Fever - Update
African Swine Fever (ASF) is a notifiable disease which is absent from the UK. It is caused by a virus 
that is highly contagious, with high mortality (90-100%) often seen following infection. 

ASF has been in eastern Europe since January 2014 and is circulating within the wild boar 
population. Fresh cases continue to be identified as the infection moves in a westward direction. 

The latest case has been found during April in a wild boar in Hungary – this is another significant 
jump of the disease westwards. Hungary has been monitoring dead wild boar for ASF near the 
borders with Ukraine and Poland (both of which have had ASF positive cases) since 2016, as well as 
carrying out border checks for pork/pork products. Despite this, and the increased passive 
surveillance across the country since 2017, the viral disease has now appeared to have landed.

This particular ASF case was found outside the main surveillance zone. This is of concern as it 
means either infection in wild boar nearer the border has been missed, or that the transmission of 
the virus has taken place via the illegal movement of infected pigs or feeding of infected pork/pork 
products. In this instance, the information from the local authority has considered the latter illegal 
movement of pork/pork products to be the most likely source.

The continued westward spread is of some worry, so please can we continue to remind our clients 
to keep stringent biosecurity protocols in place. Dedicated clothing and boots for workers, as well 
as visitors, should be provided, whilst keeping visitors to a minimum. Outside vehicles should also 
be prevented from coming on farm.

Importantly – please remember that pork products should never come onto farm at all. It is 
illegal for any kitchen and catering waste to be fed to pigs

We are delighted and proud to announce that Duncan Berkshire 
became President of the Pig Vet Society at this years spring meeting 
at the end of April. This position, which is held for one year, is an 
honour and demonstrates his hard work and dedication to the pig 
industry.

Duncan is the third Bishopton pig vet to have held this position, 
following in the footsteps of Philip Blackburn and Nigel Woolfenden.

Congratulations Duncan!

Pig Vet Society President

Tidy Units…
In light of the recent intruder activity on farm and media interest, it is a good reminder to ensure 
you make use of the NPA Tidy Units poster/protocol and remind all staff on farm.
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Current Clinical Trends – What are we seeing out there?...

The recent warm weather reminds us that summer is just around the corner, 
and the warmer periods carry a risk of heatstroke for all pigs; outdoors and 
indoors. The modern pig has been bred to grow more quickly, meaning that 
it generates an estimated 20% more heat than pigs 30 years ago – this makes 
it very susceptible to heat stress. The pig has physiological susceptibilities 
too: the inability to sweat (except for the snout), small lungs and extra fat. 
These all contribute to making the pig more prone to heatstroke.

To try and combat this, pigs will control their body temperature by wetting their skin, either in 
wallows or by playing with drinkers and sprinkling the water over themselves. The evaporating 
water takes with it the heat from the surface of the pig’s skin, like sweat does in humans. 
When they need further cooling, pigs will move to areas that are relatively cool (dunging 
passageways, shade), and drink more in order that they can remove extra heat through increased 
urination. Eventually, they pant in an effort to increase evaporation of water from their respiratory 
system. 

At the same time, pigs will lose their appetite and growth will slow down. As the pigs eat less and 
drink more, the bacterial balance in the gut can be upset, with scour and looseness resulting. Larger 
pigs are more susceptible than smaller pigs and will show more dramatic changes in growth. To 
minimise any risk, ensure that ventilation is functioning as it should, water pressure is maintained 
at the drinkers, and extra cooling from water misters can also help.

Please discuss any concerns that you may have with your vet.
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Edgar Pye Scholarship

Please can we remind any one who should wish to apply for the Edgar 
Pye Research Scholarship that the deadline to apply is fast approaching –
it is 31st May 2018.

The aim of this scholarship is to sponsor a research-based project which 
can be in any area of farm feeding including animal nutrition and 
management, feed production and marketing. The project can take place 
in the UK or based on travel abroad to study the appropriate subject. This 
is open to anyone who is either studying agriculture or a related subject, 
or is already employed within the Animal Feed Industry. Please note you 
must be a resident in the United Kingdom or Republic of Ireland.

Please click here for further information.
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